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Executive Principal’s Report

Dear Parents, Carers, and Community

Members,

Welcome to our August newsletter. A warm wel-
come is extended to all new students, families,
and staff who have joined our college commu-
nity this term. As usual, this month has been an

action packed one.
Highlights and Celebrations

e Congratulations to all parents, students
and staff involved in the Year 8 Rite of
Passage sleep over and full day event.
This is a great initiative and has gen-

uinely connected students with each

Email: info@kawanawaterssc.eq.edu.au

Phone: 07 5436 9388

other and their parents. Thank you Mr

Allum and Ms Ferrington.

Congratulations to Year 3-6 students
and staff who went to the Sunshine
Coast Stadium to create a human num-
ber 6 on the stadium field to mark 6

years to go to the Olympics.

2 Primary students have finished first
(Orin Lang) and second (Shayana
Moore) in the sunshine coast Japanese
Writing competition. Thank you, Matt
Miller.

The following Primary students have
been selected for the 2026 Sunshine
Coast Instrumental Music band - the
most students we have ever had ac-
cepted! Jaida Tandog, Willbur
McCullagh, Angus Harding, Fraser
Kophamel and Max Gardiner.
Congratulations and thank you, Mr

Lehmann.

Schools Premier League Football Round
6, saw great results in the last round
against the very strong Palm Beach

Currumbin teams. We won three, drew 1
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and lost one. A great result heading into
the final SPL round of the year against
Chancellor on 14 August that will deter-
mine whether we play finals this year.

Good luck Teams.

In Futsal our 16 boys and 15 boys were
both runners up in the Queensland
Champion of Champions tournament
and our 13 boys and girls are playing
today.

Congratulations to 2025 graduate Nate
Pederson on signing with Feather River
College in California as a student-athlete
in their Men's Soccer Program. Nate will
head to the United States at the end of
July to begin his university studies while
continuing his football journey. The
KWSC community wishes Nate the very
best of luck with this exciting next

chapter.

In the Bill Turner Cup final our junior

girls went down to Kelvin Grove.

Thank you and Congratulation to our
P&C, who have won a community grant
which we will use to target much
needed airflow in the Secondary sports
stadium. Thank you Ms Hayles and es-
pecially Mr Knight for submitting the

grant application.

The world-renowned Kawana's Got
Talent is well underway on our Primary

campus, thank you Ms Jones.

All Schools Oztag Tournament. Thirteen
teams represented Kawana across three
intense days of competition last Friday
and over the weekend. Five of our teams
made the Quarter Finals on Sunday. Our

Year 6 Girls, Year 7 Boys, Year 10 Girls

and Year 12 gave their best during their
matches but unfortunately went down
to their opposition. A shining star came
from our incredible Year 7 Girls team
who not only won their QF but went on
to defeat Mountain Creek in the Semi
Finals. Placing second overall after a tir-
ing Grand Final against rugby league
powerhouse Keebra Park. Well done
girls! Thank you to Ms Buchanan again
for bringing together community and
parent managers and coaches to make

this a great event for our students.

Thank you to Ms Marsh and the
Kindness at Kawana team who spoilt our
support staff this week with a certificate
of appreciation and a coffee voucher for

support staff recognition week.

Congratulations to Year 8 student Levi
Tandog for winning the 2km race at the

Sunshine Coast Marathon last weekend.

Congratulations to siblings Toby
Allwright (Year 11) and Ivy Allwright
(Year 9) on their incredible achievements
at the Rocky Trail Academy Schools
Mountain Biking Competition, on Friday
31 July. Toby took 1st place in the Years
11-12 category and finishing as the
overall fastest rider out of 488 competi-
tors. vy secured 3rd place in the Years
9-10 category while finishing in the top
10% overall in a field made up predomi-
nantly of male riders. Look out, Olympic

mountain biking in 2032!

Last week Brisbane Paczensky (Year 11),
Indie Kingston (Year 6), Hannah
Barcellos (Year 8) and Ro Baxter accom-

panied me to the Ministers round table
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on bullying at Baringa SSC. Principal’s,
NGOQO's, School Supervisors, and students
all put forward a range of ideas about
how Queensland can do better. | will be
working with these students to imple-
ment some innovative approaches here

at the college.

e Last weekend saw over 4,000 people at-
tend our Japanese Festival here at the
college, enjoying the sunshine, atmos-
phere and fun. Thank you to the
Sunshine Coast Japanese community
and our Japanese staff.

Finance

2026 Student Resource Scheme fees are now
overdue and 2027 fees will be distributed during
Term 4. Each month the finance team sends in-
voices to ensure transparency. If for any reason,
at any time you have any financial difficulties or
questions, please contact Ms Charlie Vincent on
5436 9388 or email
accounts@kawanawaterssc.eq.edu.au . ltems
provided by the student resource scheme are
listed by subject by year level and are available
on our website. Please contact the school if you

have any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your continued support of our
college. We look forward to sharing more excit-

ing updates with you next month.
Warm regards,

Brett Burgess

Executive Principal

https://kawanawaterssc.eq.edu.au/Calendarandnews/Event
scalendar/Pages/Eventscalendar.aspx

Head of Primary Campus Report

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Events and Celebrations

We are extremely proud of our Primary Semester
1 results where our specific focus was on lifting
our English data in 3-6 — we have made fantastic
progress with this and are immensely proud of
our staff and students for their focus in this
space. We are also very proud to advise that we
are currently the only school on the coast en-
gaged with regional experts on a planning
process that highlights monitoring student work
and reflecting on the teaching and learning. A
big thanks to Tania Cowley and classroom
teacher Erika Doyle who have been working in
this space.

NAIDOC Week Celebrations and
Yarning Afternoon

During NAIDOC Week, students and staff partici-
pated in a range of activities designed to cele-
brate and acknowledge the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. These activities provided valu-
able opportunities for learning, reflection and
cultural appreciation across the College. A high-
light of week 3 was our Yarning Afternoon,
which brought together students, families and
community members in a welcoming environ-

ment to share stories, experiences and cultural
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connections. The event strengthened relation-
ships within our school community and rein-
forces our commitment to fostering understand-

ing, respect and inclusion.

Interschool Sport Success

Our Year 5 and Year 6 students have continued
to proudly represent the College through partic-
ipation in interschool sport competitions. These
events provide students with valuable opportu-
nities to develop teamwork, sportsmanship, re-
silience and leadership skills while competing
against peers from other schools. We congratu-
late all students who participated and thank our
staff for their organisation and support. The pos-
itive attitude and behaviour displayed by our
students reflected the College's values and were

a credit to our school community.

Coffee with the Principal
On Monday, | hosted our first ‘Coffee with the

Principal’ session, attended by six parents and
our P&C President. These informal gatherings
provided an important opportunity to
strengthen partnerships between home and
school, discuss priorities, gather feedback and
better understand the experiences of our fami-
lies within our school setting. The session gener-
ated valuable conversations and feedback that
will assist us in strengthening community en-
gagement and informing planning for upcoming
school events and initiatives. We are committed
to continuing these opportunities to ensure par-
ent voice remains an important part of our deci-
sion-making processes.

Preparations for Parent-Teacher
Interviews

Parent-teacher interviews are scheduled to com-
mence in Week 8 and will continue throughout
Weeks 8 and 9. These interviews provide an im-

portant opportunity for families and teachers to

discuss student progress, celebrate achieve-
ments, identify areas for growth and strengthen
the home-school partnership that supports stu-
dent success. We encourage all families to par-
ticipate in these conversations and look forward
to continuing our collaborative work in support-

ing every student's learning journey.

Celebrations and Future Growth

We are pleased to report strong interest in en-
rolments for 2027, with 54 Prep students cur-
rently enrolled. This is a positive indication of
the confidence families continue to place in our
college and reflects the strong reputation of our

programs and learning environments.

Of these enrolled students, 33 are participating
in our Wolbai Mari transition program, high-
lighting the significant engagement of future
families with our school community. The pro-
gram plays a vital role in supporting students
and families as they prepare for a successful
transition to school. This week we held the first
Wolbai Mari event for our 2027 cohort. Students
participated in an engaging session with Mr
Miller, who introduced them to aspects of
Japanese language and culture. The experience
provided a wonderful opportunity for students
to begin building connections with the College
while exploring a new language and cultural tra-

ditions in a fun and interactive environment.

These activities and achievements highlight the
College's continued focus on fostering cultural
understanding, student participation, strong
community partnerships and successful transi-
tions for our future students. We look forward to
building on these successes throughout
Semester 2 and continuing to strengthen en-

gagement across our college community.



News from Primary Library

This year the Primary Library will not be hosting
a Book Fair. Instead, we are sending out Book
Club Issue 6. Your child should bring home a
catalogue this week. We encourage parents to
look through the catalogue and order your
books online. The school will receive rewards for
the number of orders received. The closing date
for this catalogue will be WEDNESDAY 2
SEPTEMBER. Once orders close, the turnaround
for book deliveries should be 7-10 days. Please

support this Book Club edition.
Kind regards

Allison Bye

Head of Primary Campus

Head of Secondary Campus Report

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Student Performance Interviews
Thank you to all the parents who took the op-

portunity to meet with teachers during our re-
cent Student Performance Interviews. These
meetings are invaluable for reviewing student
progress, identifying areas for improvement, and

discussing available support resources.

Year 7 2027 Information Evening

Thank you to the many families of current Year 6
students who attended our recent Information
Night. The evening offered a comprehensive in-
troduction to high school life, including curricu-
lum details, extracurricular opportunities, and

daily routines.

If you were unable to attend, all key information

is available on our college website.

School Tours for Term 3
¢ Date: Tuesday 18 August; Time:
10.15am

e Date: Thursday 10 September; Time:
3.15pm
Please note: All attendees must pre-register by
contacting our enrolment officer, Tracy Goodes,

on 5436 9349.

Health Heroes Symposium

Yesterday our campus hosted the Health Heroes
Symposium, showcasing our exceptional Health
Education programs. We are proud of the
college’s efforts in preparing students for roles
in Australia’s largest employment sector—
healthcare. The event highlighted our strong lo-

cal engagement and workforce readiness.

To learn more about our Health Education Unit,
please contact Karen Healey, Industry Liaison
Officer, at kheal48@eq.edu.au .

Year 9 Information Night & Education
Plan Interviews

An Information Night for current Year 9 students
and families will be held on Wednesday 26
August, 6pm, to discuss 2027 subject offerings.

In Week 9 of Term 3, families will also be invited
to Junior Education Plan Interviews, where they
will work with staff to select Year 10 subjects and

discuss potential career pathways.
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Programs of Excellence
We are thrilled by the overwhelming interest in

our Programs of Excellence:
e Academic Curriculum Extension (ACE)
Program
o Testing: Saturday 29 August

o Arts Excellence (Drama and

Dance)
e Auditions:
o Drama — Monday 31 August
o Dance — Monday 24 August
¢ Football Excellence
o Trials held on 18 August
e Aquatics Excellence

o Applications close: Friday 21
August

o Trials: Wednesday 26 August at
the Kawana Aquatics Centre
Outcome notifications for all Programs of
Excellence will be sent by Friday 11 September.
Please read your letter carefully regarding enrol-
ment procedures. For any questions, contact Mrs
Tracy Goodes on 5436 9349.

Medical Immersion Program

Applications are open for the Medical

Immersion Program, a three-night residential ex-
perience for students aiming to pursue competi-

tive medical courses.

e Application Deadline: Friday 28 August

e Forms: Available from our website or the
Secondary Office

e Enquiries: Elly Gerbo -
egerb1@eq.edu.au

Young Academics Program (YAP)
Applications for the Young Academics Program
(YAP) open on Friday 11 September. This pro-
gram targets highly able and gifted students
currently in Years 5 and 6 (2027) in our district.
Application forms are available on our website

or the secondary office.

YAP participants may later consider entry into

the ACE Program at our secondary campus.

For more information, contact Robyn Hanley at

rhanl18@eq.edu.au .

Year 12 Assessment Block
To prepare for external assessments, Year 12 stu-
dents will sit Practice Exams from Monday 7

September to Friday 18 September.

e Students must arrive 20 minutes before

their exam starts.
¢ Full school uniform is required.

¢ Results and feedback will be provided

before the school holidays.

Year 11 Exam Block
Year 11 Exam Block runs from Monday 14

September to Friday 18 September.

e Students must arrive 20 minutes early

and be in full school uniform.

¢ If a student cannot attend due to illness
or other valid reasons, a medical certifi-
cate must be provided, or contact made
with Administration.
Elly Gerbo
Head of Secondary Campus
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Art's News
From the Classroom to the Stage:

A Day of Drama, Discovery & & Juliet
Our Years 7-12 Drama students experienced
an unforgettable
day of workshops, industry insights, culture

and live theatre.

day of workshops, industry insights, culture

and live theatre.

Last week, our Years 7-12 Drama students
stepped out of the classroom and into the pro-
fessional world of theatre for an incredible day
and night of performance, passion and

inspiration!

The day began at Griffith University with two
high-energy workshops led by Megan Shorey,
Lecturer in Musical Theatre, and Dan Venz,
Lecturer in Dance and choreographer of & Juliet.
Students were put through their paces, develop-
ing their vocal, movement and performance
skills before coming together to perform scenes
and choreography from & Juliet, the very pro-

duction they would see that evening!

Students also had the exciting opportunity to
meet members of the & Juliet cast, who gener-
ously shared their experiences of working in the
Arts industry. They spoke about auditions, learn-
ing lines, university life, rehearsals, employment
and finding a healthy balance between work and
life. Our students asked some fantastic ques-
tions, demonstrating genuine curiosity and a
growing understanding of what a career in the

performing arts can look like.

After a busy afternoon, we headed to South
Bank for dinner and enjoyed the spectacular
LUMINOUS lantern festival, celebrating culture
and creativity through light.

Then it was time for the main event Griffith
University's third-year Excellence in Musical

Theatre production of & Juliet!

This energetic and hilarious jukebox musical
turns the story of Romeo and Juliet on its head
and asks: What if Juliet had never died for
Romeo? With a contemporary pop soundtrack
featuring hits such as ...Baby One More Time, |
Want It That Way, Stronger, Roar and Since U
Been Gone, the production was packed with in-
credible vocals, dynamic choreography, comedy

and plenty of heart.

Our students were captivated from beginning to
end, with many declaring it “the best production

they had ever seen!”

It was a fantastic opportunity for our young per-
formers to see where their Drama journey could
take them and to experience the dedication, tal-
ent and professionalism required to succeed in

the performing arts.

A huge shout out also goes to the wonderful
staff who supported our Drama students
throughout the excursion; Mrs Bernhardt-
Turpin, Mrs Austin, Ms Kidston, Mr Voller and
Mrs Gentle. Their time, care and commitment
helped ensure everyone remained safe and that
the day ran smoothly from start to finish.
Experiences like this provide students with in-
valuable opportunities to learn beyond the
classroom, and they simply would not be possi-
ble without the incredible support of our staff.
Thank you for helping make such a memorable

and enriching experience possible!

And the learning doesn't stop there! In the com-
ing weeks, Professor Paul Sabey will visit our

College to work with our Senior Drama students,



sharing valuable advice about auditions and
what to expect when studying Drama and

Musical Theatre at university.

What a day! What an experience! What an in-

spiration for our young performers!










THINK DRAMA ISN'T FOR YOU?
THINK AGAIN.

Drama isn't just about acting on stage.

It's about finding your voice, building confi-
dence, discovering your creativity and becoming
part of an ensemble where everyone has your
back.

IN DRAMA, YOU CAN...

MAKE THEM LAUGH - Explore comedy and
character.

BREAK THE RULES - Discover Shakespeare and
contemporary theatre.

TURN IT UP - Explore musicality, movement
and musical theatre.

MOVE DIFFERENTLY - Create powerful physical
theatre.

TELL IMPORTANT STORIES - Explore social is-
sues through drama.

CREATE YOUR OWN - Write your own play and
bring it to the stage.

TAKE THE DIRECTOR'’S CHAIR - Shape, re-
hearse and direct your own performance.
BRING CHARACTERS TO LIFE - Discover the

skills behind believable performance.
But most importantly...
DRAMA IS WHERE YOU FIND YOUR PEOPLE.

A place to take risks, make mistakes, support
each other, share ideas, build confidence and

discover what you're capable of.

You don't have to be the loudest.
You don't have to be the funniest.

You don't even have to think you're an actor.

YOU JUST HAVE TO BE WILLING TO GIVE IT A
GO.

You might arrive thinking, “Drama isn't really my

thing.”

You might leave thinking, “I didn't know | could
do that.”

Find your voice. Find your confidence. Find

your creativity.
CHOOSE DRAMA. DISCOVER YOU.

¢ Drama Excellence Program is open to

all students in Years 7,8 & 9



e Drama as a Senior subject is offered
to all students in Years 10,11 & 12
The Arts Team

Science News
Year 11 Science in Practice

Earlier this term, the Year 11 Science in Practice
students spent a day making Camembert-style
cheese for their Unit 2 assessment. We investi-
gated how the actions of different microbes,
such as bacteria and penicillium moulds, help to
preserve and prolong the life of milk by chang-
ing the properties of the milk. The Year 11s had
to follow a strict hygiene protocol and complete
documentation following their food safety plan.
The cheeses are now in the process of ripening
in the fridge and have been entered into the
Ekka Cheese in Schools competition. Judging will
occur later in the term. We can’t wait to taste

these delicious cheeses!

Chess News
Make the right move.... Play Chess!

On Monday 10 August (Week 5, Term 3), Kawana
Waters State College students competed in the
Sunshine Coast Zone Chess Tournament at
Sunshine Coast Grammar School. Students par-
ticipated in 7 round robin games which required
them to think strategically, foresee conse-
quences along with a mix of fun, high level com-

petition and learning.

All students took part enthusiastically, repre-
senting the school with dedication and skill. The
focus and resilience they displayed is

commendable.

Next week (Week 6), the Secondary Chess
Championships will begin. Students are invited
to compete in a six-week tournament, playing
against other KWSC secondary students during
Chess Club. Matches will be held each Tuesday
at first break in the Secondary School Library.

We also look forward to the Chess Day of
Excellence at Kawana in Term 4 (Thursday 3
December, Week 9).

“Every move counts — on the board and in

life.”

Ms Cluer

International News

Seeking Homestay Families for
International Students

Hi, Kawana Waters State College community,

Our international student program
is growing, and we are reaching out to our
school’s families to help welcome students from

around the world! @ &



International students are a valued part of our
school, bringing new perspectives,

cultural diversity and new friendships. Hosting is
a wonderful way to share the best of the
Sunshine Coast whilst giving your family a

unique learning experience too.

If you have ever thought about becoming a
homestay host, now is the perfect time! You can
find out more here ¢ https://eqi.com.au/why-
gueensland/homestay-and-accommodation-
options or get in touch

with our International Student Homestay
Coordinator, Cassie Hanley

at InternationalStudents@kawanawaterssc.eq.ed

u.au or call on 5436 9388.

Cassie Hanley

International Homestay Coordinator

Other News

Student Services — Early Departures

If a student needs to leave school early, please

ensure they follow the correct process.

Parents/carers must notify the school of the in-
tended early departure by calling Student
Services, sending a text message, emailing the
school, or submitting the request through

QParents.

The student should then attend Student Services
to collect a Leave Request Slip, which can be
shown to their teacher as permission to leave

class at the required time.

Before leaving the college, the student must re-
turn to Student Services to sign out and col-

lect an official Leave Pass.

Please note, students who leave using only a
Leave Request Slip and do not sign out through
Student Services will be recorded as having an
unexplained absence, as their departure has not

been formally processed.

Could you please remind your students of this
procedure to help ensure attendance records re-

main accurate.
Thank you for your support.

The Student Services Team

The Nurture Festival
The Nurture Festival is now in its fifth year.

You'll find this FREE Youth event on
Mooloolaba Foreshore Saturday 5 September

11am - 4pm.

This is your chance to gather with good people,
enjoy incredible activities, and celebrate all the
ways we can support each other to thrive — es-
pecially our teens. Whether you're here for the
music, the challenge, the chats or the chill vibes,

there's something for everyone.

/> What's in store?

. Beachy activities

47 Live Tunes from Eumundi School of Music
©) Inspiring Panels & Youth Speakers

©® Immersive Activities & Epic Obstacle
Course

&> Heaps more surprises still to be

announced!

2» All Ages Welcome | Drug & Alcohol Free |

Community-Led, Connection-Focused

4@ Follow us on socials for speaker and activ-
ity drops, giveaways, and behind-the-scenes

peeks!


https://eqi.com.au/why-queensland/homestay-and-accommodation-options
https://eqi.com.au/why-queensland/homestay-and-accommodation-options
https://eqi.com.au/why-queensland/homestay-and-accommodation-options
mailto:InternationalStudents@kawanawaterssc.eq.edu.au
mailto:InternationalStudents@kawanawaterssc.eq.edu.au

» Come smile, connect, and celebrate with

us.

Because when we nurture our young people, we

nurture the future.

Register for your free ticket
via: https://events.humanitix.com/nurture-

festival-vyuvqghj6
For more information, please see below

https://www.nurturefestival.com.au/

Nambour USC Strikers Cricket Club
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